
The SPIRIT of the CHALLENGE

As we’re told on rapha.com, “The Festive 500 
was born of an impulsive idea by Rapha product 
designer Graeme Raeburn to ride 1,000 km in 
the week between Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve. In doing so, he would combine visiting  
his family with extensive product testing and 
base miles into one intrepid expedition.”

It was in this same intrepid (and slightly insane) 
spirit that I determined to end 2015 – 
already a big year in cycling for me – by 
replicating Graeme’s quest to tally 1,000 km 
between December 24 and 31.

Like Graeme’s inaugural ride, mine was also 
a tad impulsive – a knee-jerk “No problem” in 
response to a fellow club member’s “Hey Lund, 
I dare you to double up a do a Festive 1,000.”

(Always the overachiever, I actually finished the 
challenge with 1,005. And 7/10.)

Along the way, I squeezed in a few final GPS 
doodles – a pastime I began last January 1 and 
pursued with a passion through the rest of the 
year. (Over the course of 2015, I completed 
around 80 GPS doodles, most of which you can 
see on my blog: GPSdoodles.com.)

In the end, my 1,000+ Festive 500 kilometres 
brought my year’s total to 22,300 km – at least 
10,000 more than I’ve ever before tallied in a 
single year.

Adding the Festive 500 emblem to my Strava 
Trophy Case was the crowning achievement in 
the year I completed every single one of Strava’s 
cycling challenges.

And FWIW, I pedalled another 532 km during 
the first eight days of 2016...to usher the spirit 
of the Festive 500 into the New Year and 
ambitiously kick off what I hope will be another 
big year on the bike!
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That’s me, oh so close to the top 
of the Canadian leaderboard

I botched my kick-off doodle on  
Dec 24 but got it right on Boxing Day 

My ‘up at 4:30 Christmas 
morning’ doodle

My ‘last doodle  
of the year’ doodle
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